In vitro folding of alpha-helical membrane proteins.
For large-scale production, as required in structural biology, membrane proteins can be expressed in an insoluble form as inclusion bodies and be refolded in vitro. This requires refolding conditions where the native form is thermodynamically stable and where nonproductive pathways leading to aggregation are avoided. Examples of successful refolding are reviewed and general guidelines to establish refolding protocols of membrane proteins are presented.